
 

Shelby Bottoms Nature Center is open: 
Tues/Thurs/Sat ñ 9 am to 4 pm 
Wed/Fri ñ12 to 4 pm   
 
 

Shelby Bottoms Greenway is open          
7 days a week from dawn to dusk.  
 
Mailing Address: 
Shelby Bottoms Nature Center 

1900 Davidson St. 
Nashville, TN 37206 

Phone: 615-862-8539 
 
Email:  shelbybottomsnature@nashville.gov 
Website: sbnc.nashville.gov  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Requests for ADA accommodation should be                            
directed to the Nature Center at  
(615) 862-8539. 

   

 
Disaster, Travel, 
Wilderness First 
Aid Certification 
Course 

Saturday, June 2 
8:30 amð6:45 pm 
AND 
Sunday, June 3 
8:30 amð6:45 pm 
Ages 12+ with focused  
attention spans 
 
Advanced online 
registration required at 
www.solowfa.com 
 
Workshop fee: $195 
A portion will be donated 
to SBNC! 

What if you find yourself in a disaster zone or your travels have taken you 
deep into nature or the rural countryside and far from a hospital? Accidents, 
destructive weather, and terrorism happen. Make sure you know how to 
handle an accident if the worst were to happen. Join our guests for a hands-
on workshop to learn how to save life and limb during the critical minutes 
or hours before ambulance/hospital arrival.  
Very few first aid programs actually address the issues of providing 
emergency care in a setting where 911 is overwhelmed or not immediately 
reachable. In this 2 day course, classroom instruction and Q&A are 
interwoven with practical work and problem-solving exercises.  Hands-on 
experience during scenarios comprise ~50% of class. You will earn the 
SOLO Wilderness First Aid 2-year certification, approved by the ACA, 
BSA, GS-USA, BCUNA & more. No prerequisites are required.   
Leader: MEDIC SOLO Disaster and Wilderness Medical School  

 
NATURE PLAY! 

Thursday, June 7 
9ð10:30 am 
All ages 
Registration required 

Bring your creativity because we will embark on a perilous journey when 
our puppet characters cross the wilds of Nature Play. Can you help the 
puppets adapt and survive? 
Leader: John Michael Cassidy  

 
Itôs the Balm  
(night series)  

Thursday, June 7 
6ð7 pm 
Ages 21+ 
Registration required 

Make your very own tube of lip balm with simple ingredients. We will even 
have some essential oils on hand to give your homemade lip balm a ñmood 
liftingò scent! If you have a previously used makeup receptacle that you 
want to reuse to hold your lip balm, clean it and bring it. Space is limited. 
Leader: Christie Wiser 

  Welcome, summer!  And welcome all that goes with it: 
abundant flowers (and fruit!), gardening, farmersô markets, 
camping, boating, a full chorus of insect song, warm, starry 
nights, and more time outdoors playing (adults and children 
alike)!  Summer also brings our seasonal naturalists and trail 
crew onboard! We have several additions to the staff for the 
summer so come to one of their programs and say hi out on 
the trail while they are working to make your park better!  

  Summer heat lessens the use of the park for fundraiser races which generally require 
early morning road closures, but there are a few currently scheduled.  Please note that our 
main office may permit additional races after we go to print.  Hereôs the lineup so far:  
June 16 and 23; and August 4, 18, and 25.  Expect road closures until 9 am with these. 
  We have a great lineup of programs for the summer with the addition of our seasonal 
naturalists as well as some very special guests. Most programs require registration but 
some donôt so please read over the details. A few require a participation fee and some 
might request a donation (we always accept those!      ) but most are just FREE!  
So come take advantage of your parks! And if visiting your parks makes you happy, give 
back: make a donation, volunteer, or both! We hope to see you this summerða lot!    

To register call 615/862- 8539, email shelbybottomsnature@nashville.gov, or sign up online. 
Programs could be cancelled due to inclement weather or low participation. 
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Introductory  
Bird Walk 

Friday, June 8  
8ð9:30 am 
Ages 5+ 
Registration required 

Are you a bird lover or wanting to learn more about area birds?  Meet us on 
the hill at Shelby Park Community Center for an educational walk: wooded 
hills to wetlands to lake.  
Leader: John Michael Cassidy 

 
Shelby Short  
Story Series  

Friday, June 8 
10ð11 am 
Ages 5+ 
No registration 

Join us in finding a shady spot this summer and expressing our creativity 
through short nature-themed stories.  We will take turns expressing 
ourselves through our storytelling.  Whether you wish to tell your story or 
simply come along to an inspiring place and listen, all are welcome. 
Leader: Chandler Clayton, Seasonal Naturalist  

 

Wonderful 
Wetlands 

Saturday, June 9 
10ð11 am 
All ages 
Registration required 

Wetland habitats are essential to life on Earth. They shield us from 
flooding, protect us from pollution, and improve our water quality. 
Wetlands are also home to a rich diversity of wildlife. Come with us and 
explore the wonderful wetlands of Shelby Bottoms! 
Leader: Julie Henry 

Whoôs  
at my  
Feeder? 

Saturday, June 9 
1ð2 pm 
All ages 
Registration required 

Learn to identify the birds in your backyard by size, shape, and by the foods 
they eat. Join us for this fun way to learn about our backyard neighbors! 
Leader: Lisa Dammert, Seasonal Naturalist 

 
Afternoon Paddle: 
Percy Priest Lake 

Saturday, June 9  
4 pmðSunset 
Ages 8+ 
Registration required 
$25 registration fee 

Meet us at the lake! We will provide all the boats (kayaks, canoes, stand-up 
paddleboards), gear, and trip leaders. Learn or improve your paddling and 
navigation skills, and enjoy a nice long paddle out to Bear Island.  
Leaders: John Michael Cassidy and Metro Parks Staff 

 
Harpeth River 
Canoe/Kayak Trip  

Sunday, June 10 
10 amð2 pm 
Ages 8+ 
Registration required  
$25 registration fee 

Join us for a scenic 5 mile float down the Harpeth River, a Class I river just 
outside of Nashville. We will provide all the boats, gear, shuttle, and trip 
leaders.   
Leaders: John Michael Cassidy and Metro Parks Staff 

 Wednesday, June 13 
2ð3 pm 
All ages  
Registration required  

Join us for an after-nap story time with snacks!  Our stories might focus on 
animals, plants, astronomy, weather, or any number of other fun nature 
topics!  
Leader: SBNC Staff & Volunteers  

 
Bike Ride:  
New Moon  

Wednesday, June 13 
7:30ð9 pm 
Ages 10+ 
Registration required 
 

As the sun sets, the park comes alive: birds feeding before roosting, bats 
emerging to eat insects, and the sounds of the forest is intoxicatingé 
We will do a slow ride around the Bottoms to a few highlighted locations 
sans the crowds. Helmet required. 
Leader: John Michael Cassidy 

 
Naturalist 
Notebook 

Thursday, June 14 
10ð11 am 
All ages 
No registration 

Come join us for one or many sessions in this series!  Connect with 
everyday nature and learn how to identify plants and animals in your back 
yard! Set up your own notebook with everyday household items. 
Leader: Lisa Dammert, Seasonal Naturalist 

 
The Wonderful 
Snakes of Shelby 
Bottoms 

Friday, June 15 
10ð11 am  
All ages 
Registration required 

Did you know that without snakes, thereôd likely be no food to eat? Snakes 
are essential to controlling the pest population! We think that's a pretty 
important job. Come join us as we learn about the wonderful snakes of 
Shelby Bottoms and lets go see if we can meet any in the wild!  
Leader: Julie Henry and Maize, our Center's snake supervisor 
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Storytime 

To register call 615/862- 8539, email shelbybottomsnature@nashville.gov, or sign up online. 
Programs could be cancelled due to inclement weather or low participation. 
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Young Birderôs  
4-H Club   

Saturday, June 16 
9:30ð11:30 am 
Ages 10ð18 
No registration 

Youth interested in taking their appreciation for birds to the next level will 
love this monthly meeting. Each gathering may include guest speakers, 
community service and other projects, and of course, birding! All birding 
equipment is available to borrow, and weôll register you as a  
4-H member for free when you show up at the nature center!  
Leader: Andy Lantz, UT-TSU Extension Agent   

 
Papa Nature 

Saturday, June 16 
2ð3 pm 
All ages 
Registration required 

Learn more about the fascinating roles that plant and animal ñdadsò serve in 
nature!  Some do a littleé and some do a lot. We will also make a little 
craft that you can give to your favorite dad! 
Leader: Christie Wiser 

 
Afternoon  
Canoe/Kayak Trip: 
Stones River 

Sunday, June 17 
4ð7:30 pm 
Ages 8+ 
Registration required  
$25 registration fee 

Join us for a scenic 5+ mile float down the Stones River, a Class I river just 
outside of Nashville. Stones River Bend Farm will be on our river-right and 
will offer scenic pastoral views and bluffs before it meets the Cumberland 
River ("Two Rivers"). We will provide all the boats, gear, shuttle, and trip 
leaders.     Leaders: John Michael Cassidy and Metro Parks Staff 

 
Insects  
for Lunch! 

Wednesday, June 20 
12ð1 pm 
All ages 
Registration required 

If the title of this program gave you the impression that we will be eating 
insects for lunch, good; we got your attention!! But in actuality we will be 
learning ALL about insects and you are encouraged to bring your own 
lunch to enjoy after the class. We will be inside/outside and a hike may be 
involved, weather permitting. We will provide the lemonade.  
Leader: Christie Wiser 

 
Naturalist 
Notebook 

Thursday, June 21 
10ð11 am 
All ages 
No registration 

Come join us for one or many sessions in this series!  Connect with 
everyday nature and learn how to identify plants and animals in your back 
yard! Set up your own notebook with everyday household items. 
Leader: Lisa Dammert, Seasonal Naturalist 

Summer Solstice 
Hike & blackberry 
pickinô 

Thursday, June 21 
6ð7 pm 
All ages 
Registration required 

Join us for a short stroll to harvest a modest amount of wild blackberries 
and to celebrate the true beginning of summer. We will learn ways to pick 
responsibly and safely, and even get to sample some lemonade garnished 
with fresh blackberries!     Leader: Christie Wiser 

Eco-Documentary 
Night 

Thursday, June 21 
7ð9 pm 
All ages 
Registration required 

Join us on the third Thursday of every month! We will be showing a 
different nature/sustainability/eco documentary each time all summer long. 
Snacks and discussion to follow!   
Host: Julie Henry 

   

 
Shelby Short  
Story Series  

Friday, June 22 
10ð11 am 
Ages 5+ 
No registration 

Join us in finding a shady spot this summer and expressing our creativity 
through short nature-themed stories.  We will take turns expressing 
ourselves through our storytelling.  Whether you wish to tell your story or 
simply come along to an inspiring place and listen, all are welcome. 
Leader: Chandler Clayton, Seasonal Naturalist  

 
Summer Sunset 

Friday, June 22 
7:30ð8:30 pm 
Ages 21+ 
Registration required 

Itôs the first weekend of summer. Letôs enjoy a relaxing evening with 
refreshments while watching bats, rabbits, deer or whatever else emerges 
into the field from the woods. See the sun disappear behind the train trestle 
and take in the sounds of a summer night from the riverside observation 
porch of the nature center.   
Leader: Denise Weyer  
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To register call 615/862- 8539, email shelbybottomsnature@nashville.gov, or sign up online. 
Programs could be cancelled due to inclement weather or low participation. 
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Male Common Whitetail DragonflyðJohn McGhee 
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StoryWalk È 
Summer Story! 

Saturday, June 23 
9 amðall day 
All ages 
No registration 

Come learn about StoryWalk È and our dedicated trail!  Itôs a neat way to 
perform two fun activities at once: read and walk.  Weôll debut our summer 
book today so come take a short hike and read at the same time!  
Weôll have our summer story posted along the trail all season long.     

 

Introduced Plants 
and Animals of 
Tennessee 

Saturday, June 23 
10ð11:30 am 
Ages 12+ 
Registration required 

Learn to identify invasive introduced species such as Japanese Honeysuckle 
and find out how William Shakespeare had a role in almost 40 species of 
introduced birds in North America from Europe. Points of interest are the 
introduced fish and insects to decorative plants and popular exotic pets and 
how they are changing the dynamics of our local ecology. 
Leader: Devon Blackburn, Lillie Birds Wildlife Rehabilitation  

 

Pause and Paint 
with Dayo 

Saturday, June 23 
2:30ð3:30 pm 
Ages 10+ 
Registration required 

Take a moment from your busy week to join East Nashville artist, Dayo 
Johnson as she leads us through the steps of creating an original work of 
art! 
Leader: Dayo Johnson and Christie Wiser 

 
Overnight Canoe/
Kayak Trip:  
Stones River  

Friday, June 22ð 
Saturday, June 23 
5 pmð12 noon  
Ages 13+ 
$25 registration fee 

With three paddling access points on the lower Stones River, the local 
tailwater (Percy Priest Lake) offers paddlers multiple options for 
shorter to longer floats. Stones River Bend Farm has a river-access that 
we will paddle up to and camp in the river bottom of the new 600+ acre 
park. You can pack your overnight gear in a canoe/kayak or choose to 
throw it in the shuttle vehicle. We will provide all the boats, gear, 
shuttle, and Trip Leaders.      
Leaders: Jon Dodson and Metro Parks Staff 

 Wednesday, June 27 
2ð3 pm 
All ages  
Registration required  

Join us for an after-nap story time with snacks!  Our stories might focus on 
animals, plants, astronomy, weather, or any number of other fun nature 
topics!  
Leader: SBNC Staff & Volunteers  

 
Happy Campers! 
Nature Center  
Full Moon 
Campout 

Friday, June 29ð 
Saturday June 30 
7  pmð7 am 
All ages 
Registration required 

In honor of the arrival of summer and the Great American Backyard 
Campout (annual event sponsored by the National Wildlife Federation), we 
will would like to offer our community the opportunity to camp overnight 
in our special events field. Join us for this fun evening of campfire sômores, 
telling stories and other fun activities outside the nature center. Will be 
cancelled if the weather is not suitable for camping.  
Leader: Christie Wiser and SBNC seasonal staff 

 
Shelby Short  
Story Series  

Friday, June 29 
10ð11 am 
Ages 5+ 
No registration 

Join us in finding a shady spot this summer and expressing our creativity 
through short nature-themed stories.  We will take turns expressing 
ourselves through our storytelling.  Whether you wish to tell your story or 
simply come along to an inspiring place and listen, all are welcome. 
Leader: Chandler Clayton, Seasonal Naturalist  

 
Nature Art 

Saturday, June 30 
1ð2 pm 
Ages 3+ 
No registration 

Discover your inner Picaso this summer as we explore the park and use the 
things around us to create pieces of art.  The possibilities are endless and 
the supplies are everywhere. 
Leader: Chandler Clayton, Seasonal Naturalist  

 
 

Pickinô & Picking! 

Saturday, June 30 
2ð3:30 pm 
All ages 
Registration encouraged 

Join us for a pickinô party on the back porch of the nature center and an 
opportunity to do some blackberry picking around the campus (if there are 
any remaining!). We will have some lemonade with blackberries mixed in 
on the back porch to share! 
Leader: Christie Wiser 
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Naturalist Notebook 

Thursday, July 5 
10ð11 am 
All ages 
No registration 

Come join us for one or many sessions in this series!  Connect with 
everyday nature and learn how to identify plants and animals in your back 
yard! Set up your own notebook with everyday household items. 
Leader: Lisa Dammert, Seasonal Naturalist 

 
For the Love  
of the Vine 

Friday, July 6 
6ð7 pm 
Ages 21+ 
Registration required 

Learn a little bit more about the nature of wine and wine making.  Light 
snacks and samples provided. $5 per participant donation suggested. 
Leader: Christie Wiser and special guest 

 
iCan Take Photos: 
Photography for 
Beginners 

Saturday, July 7 
10ð11 am 
Ages 10+ 
No registration 

You don't have to spend thousands of dollars on equipment to take 
beautiful shots. With an understanding of the basics, you can have the 
confidence to master the skill of setting up and taking a great shot. So 
bring your iPhones (we know you have one!) and letôs go outside! The 
field will be our classroom!    Leader: Julie Henry 

 
 
NATURE PLAY! 

Wednesday, July 11 
9ð10:30 am 
All ages 
Registration required  

Bring your creativity because we will embark on a perilous journey when 
our puppet characters cross the wilds of Nature Play. Can you help the 
puppets adapt and survive? "Tim-Id" the now-grounded Squirrel, "Donny-
Tea" the Screamin' Eagle, and a slew of other misfits could emerge for an 
appearance.     
Leader: John Michael Cassidy and SBNC Staff 

 
Nature 
Detectives 

Thursday, July 12 
10ð11 am 
All ages 
Registration required 

"Nature Detectives" of all ages are invited to this kid-friendly hike 
exploring how animals make their homes in Shelby Bottoms. We'll look 
for "clues" to learn where animals live, and how we can live together in 
Nashville. This summer edition will focus on BUGS!  Detective work can 
get dirty, so dress for the mud!  
Leader: Amanda Healan, Volunteer Naturalist 

 
Itôs the Balm  
(night series) 

Thursday, July 12 
6ð7 pm 
Ages 21+ 
Registration required 

Make your very own tube of lip balm with simple ingredients. We will 
even have some essential oils on hand to give your homemade lip balm a 
ñmood liftingò scent! If you have a previously used makeup receptacle that 
you want to reuse to hold your lip balm, clean it and bring it. Space is 
limited   Leader: Christie Wiser 

 
Shelby Short  
Story Series  

Friday, July 13 
10ð11 am 
Ages 5+ 
No registration 

Join us in finding a shady spot this summer and expressing our creativity 
through short nature-themed stories.  We will take turns expressing 
ourselves through our storytelling.  Whether you wish to tell your story or 
simply come along to an inspiring place and listen, all are welcome. 
Leader: Chandler Clayton, Seasonal Naturalist  

 
Morning Hike 

Saturday, July 14 
8ð10 am  
Ages 10+ 
Registration required 

We will walk a mix of paved and natural trails through meadows, 
wetlands, and wooded areas in search of noted flora and fauna. Distance: 
4+ miles. 
Leader: John Michael Cassidy 

 
Invasion!   

Saturday, July 14 
10ð11 am 
All ages 
No registration 

Our Ash trees are in danger! Naomi Rotramel, Nashvilleôs new Urban 
Forestry Program Manager, will brief us on Nashvilleôs Emerald Ash 
Borer infestation. She will teach you how to identify an Ash tree and 
discuss strategies to save trees that are still healthy. Come learn more 
about this non-native pest that is killing our Ashes!  
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To register call 615/862- 8539, email shelbybottomsnature@nashville.gov, or sign up online. 
Programs could be cancelled due to inclement weather or low participation. 
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